Olympia Community Garden

Gardener Commitment Contract


1. Plot rental is $15 for a half plot (10’ x 20’) or $30 for a full plot (20’ x 20’). If you choose to garden a full plot, we suggest that you consider gardening with a partner to keep up with the work and allow room for additional gardeners. Waiver of half of rental costs may be offered to low-income gardeners. Contract and liability waiver must be signed as well as plot rental fee paid to Sustainable South Sound before active gardening begins. Applicants who pay plot rental may receive refunds through May 15th if they are unable to garden. No refunds will be made after May 15.

2. The Olympia Community Gardens (OCG) succeeds through the work of individual gardeners who provide for the common maintenance of the Gardens as well as for the success of their own garden plots. Gardeners agree to a minimum of 3 to 5 hours a month April through September, and two hours in March and October, working on general Gardens maintenance or administrative work benefiting the organization as a whole, outside of the gardener’s own plot. These monthly garden hours must begin the same month the gardener begins work on their assigned plot.  Tasks to fulfill this requirement range from light office or administrative duties to general garden maintenance/work parties. An updated list of chores is maintained in the tool shed.

3. Gardening work on individual plots must begin by May 15th. Gardeners not started by May 15th will be contacted by the membership committee.  Gardeners applying after May 15th will have two weeks from application completion to begin work on their assigned plot.  

4. Gardeners must continue active work on their plots throughout the season. Gardens need to be weeded for noxious/invasive weeds, planted, watered, and harvested. Gardeners not actively working their plots through the season will be contacted by the membership committee. Please consider whether you can make this commitment before taking a plot so another potential gardener is not denied a plot.  

5. Plots must be leveled and cleaned of all non-organic materials (plastic, wire, stakes, and lumber) and the remains of large vines and stalks at season’s end except for materials essential for active winter gardens. Cover crop seed should be sown by Nov. 1st.  

6. OCG depends on all of its gardeners to make the organization work. Your ideas, energy, inspiration, etc. are of great importance. We need your abilities now and in the future to keep OCG a viable group. Please speak up, get involved and keep on growing. It is the gardener’s responsibility to keep up with garden communication by email, visiting the website, and/or phone contact. The bulletin board in the on-site tool-shed will also have garden information   Current website is a Yahoo group, OlyCG.

 7. OCG requires that fertilizers used on its garden plots be organic and that pest-control methods are natural. Organic environmentally safe slug bait is allowed. Otherwise, manufactured chemical weed and pest killers are not allowed. Because of tobacco mosaic virus, no tobacco use within 50’ of plots and no dropping cigarette butts.

8. All gardeners are responsible for all tools and equipment on site. These must be maintained and shared to the benefit of all gardeners. Equipment may not be removed from the site. If you need to use the tiller you must check with the designated person from the Operations Committee the first time. If you have suggestions for new tools/facilities, contact the Operations Committee.

 9. Children are welcome at the Gardens but must be supervised and show consideration for others’ plots. Gardeners are responsible for damage done by children under their care. If children are to use tools, they must be within sight and voice distance. Dogs must be kept out of other gardeners’ plot. If a dog becomes a problem, you will be asked to refrain from bringing it to the garden. 

10. Please keep paths clear! Cooperation with and respect for fellow gardeners and the residents whose property adjoins the garden sites is essential.

11. Contract Accountability: The following  procedures for accountability will be applied to non-compliance with all parts of the garden contract.

· If there are circumstances which affect a member’s ability to keep up with gardening their plot and fulfill their monthly obligations, they could consider finding a gardening partner. The member may contact the membership committee to request catch-up time. This will be at the discretion of the membership committee.

· If a member does not fulfill their hourly obligations in any given month, or is not gardening their plot, and has not made prior arrangements with the membership committee, someone from the committee will contact that person by email or phone call to inquire if there is a problem, and to offer support in finding a solution that will help the individual remain a member of OCG.

· If there is a response, then a plan, with a time-frame, is set in place to help the member

make up the hours missed and/or catch up with their gardening.

· If the person does not respond within two weeks, they receive a letter

informing them that their membership in the OCG is terminated.

· If at the end of the agreed-upon time, the member has not complied with their

responsibilities they will be sent a letter informing them of the termination of their membership in OCG.

12. Decision Making and Committees

1. Gardeners will choose at sign up to be on the Membership Committee, which handles organizational matters, or the Operations Committee, which handles physical on-site garden matters. 

2. Each committee will have sub-committees for on-going projects/tasks. Proposals for projects or garden changes will be made to appropriate committee. If accepted, sub-committees will make final project proposals and handle projects.

3. Ratification of proposals requires 75% majority of OCG gardeners.

4.  Forum for discussion/ratification of proposals will be all-garden meetings.


             If you can't make a meeting, votes can be cast at the tool-shed, by phone, or in an email.

Gardener Application

Welcome to the Olympia Community Gardens!

Name(s) (If you are gardening with a partner, please include below)

Address

City                                      


           State               
      Zip


Home phone                                    



      Work phone

Email 

*please let us know if your address or phone #s change.

Have you gardened before? Tell us in a line or two your gardening experience:



Please circle one:



OCG use only:



Full Plot 
Half Plot


Plot No. assigned



Membership
Operations  


Paid:$

 
Date:











Waiver Signed

Date:

Liability Wavier

I willingly agree to garden at the Olympia Community Gardens (OCG). I agree that any injuries sustained while in the garden are my sole responsibility, and that neither the landowners, Sustainable South Sound, nor any other individual or organization bears any responsibility or liability.

I have read and understood the OCG contract and liability waiver. I agree to abide by them.

Gardener signature/Date



                
Garden Coordinator/Date

